
 

Careers in the outdoors 2020- Keynote Dr Casie Delmara 
 

1 

Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Opening Keynote  
 
“Infinite possibilities: How to live your dream life in the outdoors.” 
 
 
Presenter: Dr Casie Delmara, CEO & Founder of Mental Health Hacker 
 
Works:  Mental Health Hacker 
 
Session Description: Dr Casey Delmara will take you on a virtual, adventurous journey 
around the globe, showing you the infinite possibilities a career in the outdoors can provide. 
During the presentation you will learn: The truth about a career in the outdoors. 

• How to discover your true purpose and career path.  
• Pathways to the career of your dreams.  
• How to live your dream life in the outdoors.  
 

 
 

With over 17 years of experience teaching young people worldwide, Dr Casey Delmara is 
qualified to teach: Outdoor Education and Environmental Studies Secondary Physical 
Education, Health and Human Development, and General Primary in both NSW and Victoria. 
Since completing her PhD in discovering the best ways to help young people develop 
resilience and positive coping skills to cope with mental health issues, Casey now runs a 
mental health advocacy called Mental health Hacker. Through her blog, mentoring and 
transformational programs, Casey teaches and writes about the best ways to build 
resilience, coping skills, manage stress and increase happiness and wellbeing. Casey is an 
Aussie Adventurer, who travels around Australia living her dream life every day where she 
travels in her van, immersed in nature and shares her knowledge and skills on the road. 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 1 
 
Earn, Learn and Develop 
 
Presenter: Tash Hay, Program Manager & Education Manager 
Works: Outdoor Education Group (OEG)  

 
Session Description: This presentation will consist of games, discussion and Tash’s unique insight 
into a career in the outdoors.  

 
 

Tash Hay is a Program manager at the Outdoor Education Group 
and is the Relationship Manager with Victoria University, where 
they developed and supported the opportunity to earn while you 
study in the outdoors   
 
 
 

 
 
Outdoor Education Group (OEG): https://www.oeg.edu.au/ 
 
REAL WORLD READY. FOR LIFE. 
We believe that nothing prepares students for real life like the real world. As Australia’s 
most accomplished outdoor education provider we’re able to offer a broad range of 
challenging, hands-on experiences that deliver lessons and learnings with long-term 
benefits. 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 2 
 
“Amazing adventures in beautiful places, a career in outdoor education” 
 
Presenter: Damien Gijsbers, Staffing Manager & Anthony Stasiak, client coordinator 

 

Works:  Bindaree Outdoor Education 

 

Session Description: An interactive session which will explore the journey of Bindaree in Outdoor 
Education a 30-year-old Outdoor Education company. A career in outdoor education where will can 
this lead you? How can you join this exciting adventure? 
 

 
 

 

 

Damien is an Outdoor Educator of 13 years. Has adventured 

around the world climbing, Kayaking and Canoeing. Currently 

the Staffing Manager at Bindaree. He loves working with staff 

and students in beautiful locations throughout Victoria.  

 

 

 
 

Anthony has always shared a passion outdoors. Ant has worked 

with Parks, CFA and now Bindaree. Ant is the client coordinator at 

Bindaree. Ant loves being on program with students and help them 

achieve their goals.  

 
 

 
 

 
About Bindaree Outdoor Education 
https://bindareeoutdooreducation.com.au/ 
 

Bindaree Outdoor Education has over 25 years’ experience delivering outdoor education programs of the 
highest quality to secondary students across Victoria. 
Bindaree is regarded as an industry leader through our contributions towards the development of the Outdoor 
Education Industry in Victoria. We strive to set the highest standards in areas of safety and professionalism as 
well as program and curriculum development. 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 3 
 
Becoming a Professional, International Guide and Instructor 
 
Presenter: Andrew Watts 
 
Works:  Box Hill Institute, Lilydale 
 
Session Description: My Journey through TAFE to international Ski Instructor and creator of 
new education opportunities. 
 

 
 

Andy has been an outdoor professional for 20 years. He spent 
the first 10 years working for private outdoor education, with 
a 3-year stint running his own business in the middle.   
He’s passionate about teaching technical activity skills, 
especially in canoeing and skiing.   
He has 10 years instructing experience with Mount Hotham Ski 
School, bookended with seasons in Austria, Canada and Japan.  
He is currently working at Box Hill Institute after setting up a 
new Outdoor Recreation program at the TAFE.  He has a family 
of 3 and his son has the bug at 6 years old and already an avid 
adventurer. 
 

 
 
 
About Boxhill Institute, Outdoor Recreation Courses: https://www.boxhill.edu.au/study-
areas/sport-recreation/ 
 
Turn your passion for sport and recreation into a career. You’ll love what you do and 
improve the quality of other people’s lives too. Set yourself up with the skills to choose your 
own adventure in careers ranging from sports administration and management to tourism, 
outdoor education and fitness coaching. 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 4 
 
Expect the Unexpected  
 
Presenter: Dr. Maddy Willcock, Nature Stewards Program Coordinator 
 
Works:  Outdoors Victoria, Nature Stewards 
 
Session Description:  Interactive chat on how I got a dream job 
 

 
BIO: My career, like my interests, has been pretty random. From 
a geology PhD, App creation, the CSIRO, through to community-
nature connections. Fortunately, these have taken me around 
the world, given me the opportunity to meet and learn from 
incredible people, and somehow land exactly where I would like 
to be. 

My session will cover a bit of this but mostly run through some 
tools that might help you in working out what to do after school. 

 
 
About Outdoors Victoria’s Nature Stewards Program https://outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-
stewards/ 
 
Nature Stewards is a 10-week program hosted in different areas around Victoria, which is 
open to anyone over 18. It introduces residents to their local and wider Victorian 
ecosystems and natural places, including: 

• Rocks and soils 
• Fungi, plants, and animals 
• Climate change and seasons 
• Ways to care for Country and manage private property 
• Being a citizen scientist, conservation volunteer, advocate for nature, or a nature 

guide 
• How and where you can get outdoors and volunteer in your area 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 5 
 
Podcasting in the great outdoors 
 
Presenter: Tania Moloney, Founder of Nurture in Nature Australia and The Nature Bus 
 
Works:  Nurture in Nature Australia and The Nature Bus 
 
Session Description: Come and learn about Tania’s nature connection podcast “Nurture in 
Nature Radio”. You’ll learn more about how to create a podcast, get tips on how to develop 
a great podcast concept and find great guests, and get the inside scoop on how to conduct 
awesome interviews. 

 
  
Tania Moloney is the Founder of Nurture in Nature 
Australia and The Nature Bus and she is passionate 
about helping kids, families, schools, early learning 
centres, communities and people of all ages connect 
with nature and with each other.  
She is a passionate ‘Nature-prenuer’, nature-based 
business owner and community connector whose 
creative ideas, engaging workshops and innovative 
nature connection programs and resources and have 
been embraced by people from all over the world. 

 
 
About Nurture in Nature Radio http://nurtureinnature.com.au/show/ 
Get off the screen and into the Green! 
 
This unique show teaches you how nature can help you: 
 
* Help your kids be happier, healthier and smarter 
 
* Nurture strong and meaningful relationships with them 
 
* Create lots and lots of cherished family memories! 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 6 
 
Drones in the Outdoors 
 
Presenter: Luke Parker 
 
Works:  Australian Catholic University and Skyline Drone Imaging 
https://www.skylinedroneimaging.com/ 
 
 
Session Description: Within this presentation you will gain information on a variety of jobs 
including Teaching in the Outdoors and the field of Drones (RPAS). For what purposes 
drones can be utilised and what opportunities exist for employment within dynamic area. 
Are RPAS (Remote Pilot Aircraft System) / Drones a legitimate career option in the future 
and how will this technology effect your everyday lives. 

 
Luke is a 28 year old University Lecturer for 
Australian Catholic University. He is the founder of 
one of Western Victoria’s first Aerial imaging 
companies (Drones) 
He has completed contracts with the AFL, The 
Australian Government, Universal Studios Hollywood, 
Warner Brothers Hollywood (The Flash Tv Show), 
White Night and Netflix for aerial videos.  
The business focusses on the emerging field of 
creating Virtual Reality experiences, this includes 
documenting National bike races, mapping large 
underground mines, shark diving in South Africa and 

Go Karting in Tokyo. 
 

 
 
More about Skyline Drone Imaging https://www.skylinedroneimaging.com/ 
Skyline Drone Imaging is an aerial services company based in Western Victoria who 
specialise in many forms of aerial photography and videography including News coverage, 
events, entertainment & advertising filming, surveying, crop analysis, real estate 
photography, and 360 Virtual Reality. 
  
We utilise state of the art Drone and 360 Technology to capture unique photography and 
film unable to be taken by any other means. We provide 4K Photography and Videography 
being available in combination with full editing availability. 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 7 
 
Education Outdoors – doing what you love as a career 
 
Presenter: Mark Loveday, Director of Education Outdoors  

Works: Methodist Ladies College (MLC) 
 

Session Description: Mark Loveday will present an interactive workshop with images and 
discussion about careers in the outdoors, particularly from the perspective of a teacher who 
has worked in a number of different sectors and in a variety of settings. What are some of 
the challenges facing the Education Outdoors industry in 2020 and beyond? 

 
Mark has worked and taught in a range of educational settings for 
over thirty years, including both state government and private 
schools, the Royal Botanic Gardens and Zoos Victoria. He is 
currently the Director of Education Outdoors at MLC, with 
responsibility for MLC Banksia (Gippsland Lakes) and MLC 
Marshmead (Mallacoota), and has also held the position of Head 
of Middle School at MLC, looking after the learning and wellbeing 
needs of around 550 girls in Years 9 and 10. Mark grew up on a 
dairy farm in Western Victoria and spent an inordinate amount of 
time in the outdoors as a child. Mark likes to sing and go on long 
walks, not necessarily at the same time. 
 

 
 
About MLC Remote Learning Programs https://www.mlc.vic.edu.au/Why-MLC/Curriculum-
Learning/Remote-Learning-Programs 
Beginning in Year 5 and continuing to Year 9 and beyond, Education Outdoors is a 

rewarding, exciting and significant component of every MLC student’s learning experience. 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 8 
 
A day in the life of a Park Ranger 
 
Presenter: Lachlan Cohen, Marine Ranger, South Port Phillip, Port Phillip Western Port 
District 
Works:  Parks Victoria https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/ 
 
 
Session Description: Lachlan has put together an exciting photographic presentation about 
his journey to becoming a Marine Park Ranger and what his days are like.  
 

 
 
Lachlan completed his VCE in 2011. Since then he 
has worked consistently in the Outdoors across 
Australia. He worked as a Program Leader at 
Mittagundi Outdoor Education Centre then an  
Outdoor Educator, Park Guide, and Teacher in Alice 
Springs, NT. 
In 2018/19 he became a Seasonal Ranger with Parks 
Victoria at MT Buffalo National Park, moving on to 
become a Marine Ranger  
 

 
 

 
About Careers at Parks Victoria https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/careers 
“Parks Victoria is committed to maintaining the health of the natural environment and of 
our parks and reserves, while providing a range of excellent visitor services - so that all 
Victorians can visit them to relax or exercise their bodies and minds. All Parks Victoria's staff 
contribute to improving these wonderful parks every day. Protecting and conserving them 
now and for future generations. These positions offer you an opportunity to become part of 
a team that is committed to making a difference to our natural environment through 
professionally managing one of the world's great park systems.” 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 9 
 
"Get paid to have fun" 
 
Presenter: Eddie Wilson, Industry Development Manager 
 
Works:  Tourism North East 
 
Session Description: Learn about the opportunities and diversity of Nature Based Tourism in 
the Victorian High Country. Tourism in the Victorian High Country.  
 

 
 
 
Eddie has a Bachelor of Science (Hons - Environmental) and 
currently works for Tourism North East, managing Nature 
Based Tourism. Eddie has worked in numerous tourism 
focussed organisations such as Mt Buller Ski Lifts, the Alpine 
Resorts Coordinating Council and Tourism Melbourne. He's 
an avid skier, cyclist and adventurer, so is passionate about 
driving positive tourism outcomes across the High Country. 
 
 

 
 
About Tourism North East (TNE) https://www.tourismnortheast.com.au/ 
“TNE is an independent non-profit organisation set up to work in partnership with the 
tourism industry, local and state government and other stakeholders to drive positive 
tourism outcomes. TNE advocates for key tourism priorities in the High Country across many 
different spheres. Briefings with local government, state government, elected officials, 
advocacy groups and other important partners in tourism take place on a regular basis.” 
 
 
 



 

Careers in the outdoors 2020- Workshop 10 
 

1 

Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 10 
 
“From Paper Trails to Epic Fails – The Making of a Mountain Bike Track”  
 
 
Presenter: Michael McCallum, Construction Manager – Creswick Trails Project 
 
Works:  Hepburn Shire Council  
 
Session Description: Indoor: presentation, images, short videos, discussion, workshop 
 

 
Do's : Mad keen mountain biker | Guilty feeling dirt bike rider | 
Occasional river paddler | Friend of dogs |Hassler of kids |All round 
appreciator of most things natural and outdoors. (Being warm/cool 
and dry is nice too which is a plus for the indoor side of life) 
|Wisher that I lived close to mountains, rivers and ocean but I’m 
pretty lucky to be where I am doing what I do. Former: Pushbike 
Mechanic |Media Analyst |Tree Planter |Tree Remover |Forest Fire 
Fighter | Outdoor Educator| School Teacher| MTB Trail Builder                                               
Currently: Hepburn S.C - Construction Manager – Creswick MTB 
Trails |Trail Planning| Trail walking, designing and mapping | 
Reporting| Contractor coordination| Lots of talking to people and 

negotiating| All sorts of writing| And a little bit of digging
 

 
About the Hepburn Shire Council Creswick Trails Project  

• https://creswicktrails.com/ 
• https://oursay.org/creswicktrails/hammon-park-updates 
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Careers in the Outdoors 2020 
Workshop 11 
 
There’ always a place for the outdoors 
 
Presenters: Casie Delmara, CEO & Founder of Mental Health Hacker & Matt Cox, Lecturer in 
Outdoor Recreation/Education and Adventure Sports 
 
Works:  Mental Health Hacker & Victoria University 

 
 
Session Description: Our adventures in the outdoors, making a difference to young people. 
 

 
 
Casey now runs a mental health advocacy called Mental 
health Hacker. Through her blog, mentoring and 
transformational programs, Casey teaches and writes about 
the best ways to build resilience, 
coping skills, manage stress and increase happiness and 
wellbeing. Casey is an Aussie 
Adventurer, who travels around Australia living her dream 
life every day where she travels in her van, immersed in 
nature and shares her knowledge and skills on the road. 
 

 
 
 

Matt Cox has been working within the Outdoor Industry since 1995. 
Prior to commencing his academic position at Victoria University, 
Matthew held a number of outdoor professional freelance positions. He 
has worked with a variety of user groups in the provision, facilitation 
and education of adventure-based activities throughout Australia. 
 

 
 

Victoria University:  
• Bachelor of Outdoor Leadership 
• Bachelor of Outdoor Education and Environmental Science 

 


